


 Paragraph 6 of the decision X/22, including the Plan of Action on Sub-
National Governments, Cities and Other Local Authorities for Biodiversity 
(2011–2020)  ---- COP 10 in Nagoya, Japan, October 2010. 

 

 

“…Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the 

availability of resources, to prepare an assessment 

of the links and opportunities between urbanization 

and biodiversity for the eleventh meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties, based on the third edition 

of the Global Biodiversity Outlook…” 

 

The charge 



 Serve as the first and seminal global 
analysis of how urbanization and 

urban growth impact biodiversity 
and ecosystem dynamics in terrestrial, 

freshwater, and marine systems. 

 Provide an overview, analysis, and 

response to knowledge gaps in our 

understanding of urbanization 
processes and urban social-
ecological systems. 

The mission 



 Address how urban biodiversity and 

ecosystems could be used, restored, and 

created in innovative ways to reduce 
vulnerability and enhance resilience, and 

how cities could move from being just consumers 

to also generate ecosystem services and 

reduce footprints (redefining the function of 

cities). 

 Serve as reference for decision- and 
policy-makers of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity and its Parties on the complementary 
roles of national, sub-national, and local 

authorities for the implementation of the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011–2020 
through decision X/22 of COP 10. 

The mission 



 By 2050, almost 3 billion additional 
people will inhabit the world’s cities; 

 Urban growth will impact the provision 
of many ecosystem services and the 
benefits humans derive from nature; 

 Policy-makers as key players to meet 
CBD and UNFCC goals, MDG. 

The urban challenge 
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The partners 

 The Advisory Committee 



1. Urbanization is a critical driver behind 
global biodiversity loss and ecosystem 
change. 

2. Rich biodiversity can exist in cities. 

3. Urban and rural ecosystems generate 
multiple benefits essential to human well-
being. 

4. Biodiversity and ecosystem services 
should be valued so that they are treated 
appropriately as critical natural capital. 

5. Urban planning and design that 
incorporate biodiversity and ecosystem 
services can help reduce carbon 
emissions and enhance urban adaptation 
to climate change. 

The 10 key-messages 



6. In an increasingly urbanized world, food and 
nutrition security will depend on more local 
and biodiversity-based food systems.  

7. The importance of ecosystems must be 
reflected in policy and planning.  

8. UN agencies, national and local governments, 
traditional leaders, businesses, and citizens 
must collaborate in managing the urban 
landscape. 

9. Urban landscapes offer unique opportunities 
for learning and education about a resilient 
and sustainable future. 

10. Cities have a large potential to generate 
innovations and governance tools and 
therefore can–and must–take the lead in 
sustainable development. 

The 10 key-messages 



 Editorial meeting 

        03 – 04 May 2012 

 

 Next draft 

        04 May 2012 

 

 Consultation period 

        05 May – 18 May 2012 

 

 Final draft & consultation 

         July 2012 

 

 Launch 

         COP 11, Hyderabad, 

         India 

 

Timeline and next steps 



 Comments on the 10 key-messages 

 Cities-regions case studies 

 

 

Opportunities for SNGs to contribute 



Fabiana Spinelli 

Programme Assistant, Local Authorities and Biodiversity 

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

United Nations Environment Programme 

fabiana.spinelli@cbd.int 

 

Thank you! 


